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An Account of the Afﬀairs of Scotland, Ge. 

SIR, 

Will comply with your defires, in giving you a view of the Seoe. 
I tiſh Affairs, and betore I make particular Anſwers to your Que ſti. 

ons, | will lay open the whole matter of Fatt which hath occur- 
red in the Mceting of Eftates, m their Majrf#tes Acceptance of the 
Crown, and the Inſt: uctions given by Hi Majefty to his Commiſe 
oner for holding of re Farliarnent, that you may be the better able to 
make a Judgment now tar His Majefty hath made Conceſſions to fatis- 
fie the Minds, and eaſe the Grievances ot that Nation, by his Offers 
in his InftruQtions, to quit Voluntarily theſe Advantages which the 
Crown hath inſen{ibly got over the People ever fince the Union of the 
two Kingdoms, whereby Scotland 1s as much in the Power and Merc 
of their Kings, as moſt of the Natiors in Europe, by a Legal Con» 
ſtirution, and the Conſent of the People in Parliament, 

It may be then Surpriling if this great Opyortunity hath not been 
Imbraced, and theſe offered Conceſſions turned into perpeual Laws, 
Bur the Ambition of ſome, and the Selkfh-Dehrgns of others hath Ob- 
ſtructed rhe Happineſs which that Nation could only expect from this 
Revolution. and have kept ir under the Power of thefe ſevere Laws 
and ſtretched Prerogatives which His Majeſty was willing to have par- 
ted with, 

A conſiderable nurgber of the Nobility and Gentry of Scorland did 
attend His Majeſty inhi Expedition for Britain, and many moe hzving 
Mer him at London, they did Addreſs to his Majeſty, then Prince of 
O-ange, to Aſſume the Government, till the Meeting of the Eftares, 
which they deſired him to Call, The Procedure in that Mceting was 
with a great Ceal of Diſcretion and Diſpatch, till the Country was put 
in a p»ſure of Defence againſt an Invaſion they had reaſon to apprehend 
from Ireiand, 2nd till the Inſtrument of Government waz tinihed, 
which is almoſt in the ſame terms with thar of Eng{:nd, 

Upon the Eleventh Gay of April laſt, the Eftarces di! Prociaim their 
Majeflies Ring WILLIAM and Queen M 4X, ing and 


Queen of Scot/and, with 2'] the Joy and {inceriry th; 541d be Expreth, 
the {ame day their Mijefties were Crowned in Exotur 
Upon the Eighteenth Jay of the faia Month rhe C0 art 4 proceed 


ts the Coniiderstion of ſome Grievarices to be Repr{inict ro his 14: 


joy, which they humbly detired might he Redrefic; ro bis Manette: 


bk 


Irſt Parliament, The Inffrument of Governmenc dotn contain what 
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the Eſtates did Aﬀſert to be the Peoples Right, and the ſeveral Fats 
condeſcended upon are declared Illegal, and the higheſt Violations of 
Law, for which the Throne was declared Vacant. The Grievances 
do acknowledge the things complained upon to be Legal, bur that the 
Laws introducing or allowing them are grievous,and therefore there was 
neceſlity of applying to the. King for Reſcinding and taking off: theſe 
Laws. - | - 

Upon the Twenty Fourth of April, all the Grievances Were conclu- 
c&d, and three Commiſſioners, beingrone for each Eſtate of the King- 
Com, Were diſpatched with the offer of the Crown to their ajeſties, 

Upon the Eleventh of May, the Commiſſioners did preſent a Letter 
from the Eſtates of Scotland to his Majeſty, which was Read fir{t, then 
the Inſtrument of Governmenr, then the Grievances, :nd laſt a Defire 
from the Eſtates to be turned into a Parliament. The King Anſwered 
the Commiſſioners in theſe Terms, When Tengaged in ths undertaking, 
I bad particular Regard and Conſideration for Scotland, and therefure I 
did Emit a Declaration for that, as well as to ths Kingdom, which I 
intend to make good and effeftual to them. I take it wery kindly that 
Scotland hath expreft ſo much Confidence in Me, and Aﬀettion to Me ; 
They ſhall find Me willing to Aſſiſt Them in every thing that concerns the 
VVell and Intereſt of that Kmgdom, by making what Laws ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary for the Security of their Religion, Property and Liberty, and to 
eaſe them of what may be juſtly grievous to Them. Then Their Mge 
Jjeſties took the Coronation Oath, and within ſome few days the King 
declared his Pleaſure for turning the Mecting of Eſtates into a-Parlia- 
ment at their own deſire, and he did Nominate the Duke of Hamilon 
his Commiſſioner, and upon the Thirty One day of May, His Majeſty 
did Sign his InftruCtions, 

Upon "Their Majeſties acceptance of the Crown, all Commiſſions, 
Gifts, and other Writs Superſcribed by the King, muſt of neceſſity be 
Docuered and Counter-figned by His Secretary ot State ; The King 
made choice of my Lord Melwvil tor that Office, a perſon who could ne» 
ver be induced to at in the Publick, during the tormer Reigns, who 
had been Forefaulr, and forced to abandon his Relations, and Native 
Countrey, and flee to H-!/and, where, and in Germany, he remained 
ſeven years ; of whoſe Integrity and Sufhciency the King had good 
proof abroad, and of his ſincere Inclinations for the Intereſt of Religion, 
and His Majeſties Undertaking ! It was likewiſe neceflary for His Ma- 
jelty to have an Advocat, and He gid name Sir fobn Dalrymple, one of 
the three Commilſioners which the States had ſo much recommended, 
and conladered, as to Signalize and Intrut Them with a Matter of the 


higheſt 


higheſt Credit and Reputation, as the cffer of che Crown, and receiv- 
ing the Coronation Oath ; Therelt of the Offices His Majefty did *not 
ſupply, that He might have more opportunity to know who were Ha- 
bile, and Deſerving Perſons for thee Imployments. Hitherto Marters 
were Managed with Calmneſs and Concord ; But now when the other 
Offices of Honour and Profit began to be Diſpoſed on, many who for- 
merly did pretend to be behind with none for their Z.23], in their King 
and Countreys Service, they quickly forgot the ſenſe of their D<liver- 
ance, and that Daty and Gratitude they owe to their Dcliverer, lt had 
been moved in the Grand Committee of the Meeting of the Efates, 
that it might be ſpecially Provided in the Inſtrument of Government, 
Thar. the King ſhould not have Power to Name the [udges, Privy 
Counſellors, or Officers of Sratr, bur with Conſenr of Parliament ; 
This Motion was univerſally R: je*ted, and thrown cut with Dcteſte- 
tion, asan unreaſon2ble Incroach ment upon the Monarchy ; and there 
were only three in that whole Meeting, who did favour the Propoſal, 
of whom, ſome have worthily Retrited themſelves, by owning the 
Kings Right in this Point, when it was afterwards called in quetticn ; 
bur what was univerſally Conldered as an intolerable Invaſion on the. 
Royalty, when there was no Government, hath been ſince owned far 
Law, and a Matter of the highelt Importance ; this alteration of ſome 
mens Sentiments, tell out Critically at that period, when. the King 
came to diſpoſe of the Honourable, or Advantagious Poſts of the State, 
then every man began to value himſelf, and to believe he was better 
Judge of his own fitneſs tor theſe Offices than the King, whoſe Right 

it is to Diſpoſe on them ;. and thus our pleafint Scene i3 turned into 

Confuſion, and ſome who doubted ot their Intereſt to be preferred by 
their Princes Favour to that Share and Intereſt in the Government they 
d: ſigned, they run abour, hoping to force Him to take them «, ſor 
fear of their miſchief, whoſe Actipgs ſhew they reſolve rather to Gil- 
turb that Peace which 18 not yct well Conhimed, to Embroyle the Na- 
tion, Shake the Throne, Hazard Religion, and all to a Revolution, 
than fall ſhort of their prerenſions; as it they had ſaid, FleGere ſ3 ne- 
queo ſuperos achcronta movebo; and they have endcavoured ro Amule 
the unwary multitude, with the ſpectous Pretexts of Law and Liber- 
ty ; and that their Grievances are fo far from being Redrefſed, that. 
there are new Invaſions made upon them, and fo inſtead of taking their 
Relief, which the King hath offered toall the Grievances repreſented 
by the Eſtates 3 they fall upon new Complaints, not formerly pretend- 
ed to, nor thought juſt, or worthy to be infilted on, for which ſcme. 
have Addreſt to the King with great peremptorineſs, hindring their, 

Native 
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' Native Countrey from receiving the benefit of the Conceſſions, which 
Hi Majſty offers in His Inſtructions. Bur that | may not ſeem to 1m- 
ofe pon ycu in this matter, I will tairly ſe: down both the Grievances, 
and the Redyre{s offered by His Majeſty, in the [uſtruions to His Com- 
miſſioner, with ſome ſhort Notes, that you may better underſtand the 
nature of the Grievances, and the Fulne(s of the Relzef that is offered by 
the Inſerutt10n::,and in regard the Inſ?rut#rons contain moe things than the 
Grievances do, ſuch as the turning the States inio a Parliament, and the 
 like,thcy do not follow the ſame Mcthod,or Anſwer the number ; there- 
fore | ſball repeat every :.. 'cle of the Gr;2wances, with the particular 
I=fruftion rclating to it together, and then come to your Queſtions, 


Article, Firſt He Eſtates of the K:ngdow of Scotland do Repreſent, 
Grievance. that the Committce of Parliament, called the Artj- 
cles, i a great Grievance to the Nation, and that there ought to be no 
Committees of Parliament, but ſuch as are freely Choſen by the Eſtates to 
prepare Motions and Overtures, that are firſt made m the Houſe, 


This is anſwered by the ſecond Article of the Inſtrat ions, 


Inſtruction OU are to paſs an Aft for Regulating the Articles, to con- 
S:cond. fiſt of Twenty four Perſons, bejrdes the Officers of State, 
whereof Eight are to be Choſen by the Noblemen of their Eſtate, Eight by 
the Barons, and Fight by the Burrows, cut of their Eſtates x Res caſe 
of tle death of any of the/e Perſons, that Eſtate, uut of which the Perſon 
Deceaſed, ſhell ſupply th: ſome. Theſe are to prepare atters and As 
for the Parliament, but not to exclude the Parltament, to take any Matter 
mto their Con/1dtration, though it hath been thrown out, and Rejefted in 
the Articles, and all former atts, ſpecially the firſt Act, Parliament fort, 
Seſſron third, Charles rhe Second, inconſs,Zent herewih,are to be Reſcinded, 


The Parlizment of Scotland doth confift of three Eiftates, who all 
meet in one Houſe, and by the antient Law: and Cuſtom of that King- 
dom, there was a fele number of Perſons Choſen out of the Three 
Eftates, who with the Officers of State, were called, Domini ad Arti- 
culos, becauſe they did prepare Articles, or Propoſals, and Framed Acts, 
which were brought in to be Confidered in Parliament; And this Com- 
muttee for Articles hath been as Antient as we find any Records of Par- 
lament in that King lom ; and the Officers of State were always Mem- 
bers. The great Weight in the Mannzgement of Aﬀairs, was com- 
mitted to this Coramittee : And in Antient times, after the Articles 


were once Conſtitute, the Parliament did Adjourn to a certain day, till 
all 


all things were prepared by the Articles, which were to be propoſd in 
Parl'ament. | 

The Policy of that Kingdom had introauced, and maintained this 
Conſtitution of the Articles, upon weighty and ſolid Reaſons, as 1 
To preſerve the different Intereſts of the Three Eſtates among them- 
ſelves, the ſeveral Eſtates having no Negatives in the Parliament ; for 
though one State were intirely oppoſite, the plurality of the whole doth 
| Determine and Decide ; And the Eitates not being equal in number, a 
greater State Combining, might overthrow the Intereſt of another, ef- 
pecially fiance the State of the Nobility being increaſed at the Kings 
Pleaſure, there are at preſent as many Lords in Scotland, as do equal, 
or exceed the number of the Commiſſioners for Shires and Burrows to- 
gether : As alſo, the number of the Royal Borrows may be increaſed at 
the King's Pleaſure ; But the Shires remaining the ſame, the Eitate of 
the Burrows, which hath the greateſt part of the Property, and vilible 
Eſtate of the Nation, they may have the feweſt"Vorcs in the Parliament: 
But in the Articles, every State hath ancqual number, whereby in the 
Proj«Cting, and Framing of the Laws,each State hath an equal Intereſt. 
2. A'l the Eſtates meeting in one Houle, and there being no Neg a- 
tives in the Parliament of Scot/and, a ſuddain Vote would put the 
Kings of Scot/and to this ſtrait and difficulty, either to conſent toa Law, 
whereot they might be ignorant as to its Deſign and Framing, or elſe 
to refuſe the Royal Afent, and ſo a Breach or Difference were Stated 
betwixt the Ring and People, and there could be nothing more expe- 
dient for preventing theſe Inconventences, than the Chooſiog of a ſclect 
number 3 each Eſtate, who with the Officers of Stare for the King, 
did Prepare, Digeſt, and Adjuſt all! Matters which were to be brought 
in tothe Parliament. 

In the Parliament of England there are two Houſes, and their Forms 
of Proceeding are {low and Cautious, whereby the King may under- 
ſtand whatever 1s under the Deliberation of the one Houſe, before it 
come to the other, and by Conterence betwixt the two Houſes, Mat- 
ters uſe to be Adjuſted before they come the Kings length for the Roy- 
al Afﬀent : Bur in Scotland, the Procedure is quick, and the Forms of 
Parliament are Expedit and Summar ; beſides the Temper and Genious 
of the Nation, *which is ready, (not to ſay, Prefervidum Scotorum In: 
genium ) whereby Matters of the great-it [Importance may be Stated, 
and Determined at one Sitting in the Parliament of Scotland ; And 
therefore as Matters in England do proceed by Bills from the Houſes to 
the King ; fo in Scotland, Bulineſs did Commence from the Articles, in 
which, both the Ring and People had their ſhares of Members. 
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Of late there hath Exceſſes and Abuſes crept in to the Articles, both 
3s to the manner of their Conſtitution, and Power of Prelimiting the 
Parliament. And fince the Year 1633. The Biſhops did chuſe Eight 
Noblemen, and the Noblemen did chuſe Eight B ſhops, theſe did chuſe 
Eight of the Commiſſioners for Shires, and Eight of rhe Commiſſioners 
tor Burrows, who with the Oſhcers of State, made up the Articles ; 
by this method, both the (mall Barons and Burrows were excluded from 
any Intereſt in chuſing the Articles, and they had not ſo much as a Vote 
in chuſiag theſe perſons who were te Repreſent their particular Eſtates 
in the Articles, And it being the Ring's Prerogative to name all the 
Biſhops, in &ffe&t the King had the ſole Power, or Influence to make 
the whole Articles, 2. Inſtead of a Preparatory Committee for Order- 
ing all things that were to be brought to Parliament, the Articles did 
aflume a Power, that what they once rejected, could not be brought 
in to plain Parliament : Bur yet by the expreſs At of Parliament fore- 
faid, the 1, 4&, Sf. 3. Parl. 1, K. Charl. 2. The Articles is Conſti- 
tute in the manner above-mentioned, to be a perpetual Law in all time 
coming, which was juſtly repreſented as a Grievance to the Ring ; but 
there 15 not the leaſt mention of Officers of State, though that point 
was ſpoken of, and under Conlideration in the Meeting : by this In- 
ſtru&ion the King did moſt Graciouſly and Fully Redreſs theſe Errors 
and Corruptions of the Articl.s, by allowing every State to chooſe its 
own Repreſentatives, - and Declaring that the Articles ſhall not have 
Power to'Pre-limit the Parliament, but that even theſe things that have 
been r<jeCted in the Articles, may be brought in, in plain Parliament, 
whereby the intereſt of the Eſtates are equal and intire, and the Parlia- 
ment can never be impoſed upon, nor precluded, 

It might have bcen expeed, that ſo Gracious a Conceſſion from the 
King, and His parting with fo important a Jewel, ſhould have ſatisfied 
every man, that the Kivg dehgned no Arbitrary Power, and that He 
ver.ficd that Clauſe of His Letter to the Eſtates, That he would never put 
Hi, Greatne/s, or the Advantage the Crown had got,mm the Ballance with 
the True Intereſt of the Nation, Yet this Conceſſion did not pleafe, but 
ſome men infited, That there ſhould be no Articles, cr conflant Commit- 
reeat all ; having now taken up a prejudice againſt the Name, as well 
as the Exce(s of the Thing, though the Grievance calls it the Articles, 
and mentions not one word cial” a conſtant Commirtee; But now they 
would make an In{e;ence from the Cuſtom of England, though the 
Conſtitution of the two Parliaments are totally Iifferent, And nexr, | 
they did Obyc& againſt the Officers of State, though this was no In- 
croachment, or Corruption , but they were Members of the Ar- 

ticles 


ES ©; 2s 
ticles in the moſt Ancient Conſtitutions ; And theſe laſt hundred and fifcy 
years, the Officers of State are named together in a Column by them- 
ſelves, as diſtin ſupernumerary Perſons for the Intereſt of the Crown : 
and as the Officers of State are not mentioned in the Grievance, ſo the 
meaning of the Articles cannot be extended to reach them, for they being 
Supernumerary, and for the King, are not to be choſen, nor can repre- 
ſent any State of the Parliament, becauſe they are Members of Parliament, 
as Officers of State, and are called and ranked, though they be but Gen- 
tlemen, before the Commiſſioners for Shires and Burrows. 

It cannot but appear a great Extremity,that whercas by the preſent ſtand- 
ing Law, the King hath the whole Power and Inflaence in making the Ar- 
ticles, that in an inſtant, He ſhall be reduced to have no Intereſt at all; 
and whereas every Eſtate hath an equal ſhare of Members in this Committee 
for preparing Things to the Parliament, the King ſhall have none for 
Him; and every Body knows what Advantage may be made in the Framing 
and Wording of an Act where the Matter may be plauſible, and it were 
hard that the firſt Notice or Advertiſement the King or His Commiſſioner 
might have of a Law deſigned, were to hear it Read and Voted in the 
Houſe, and ſo be put ona ſudden to give His Conſent, or interpoſe His 
Negative after the ParKkament has engaged themſelves by a Vote, this Rock 
Our Anceſtors have alwates ſhunned : and there never was a Vote in the Par- 
liament of Scotland before this time, till the Matter was firſt ſubjefted tothe 
King's Conſideration, and that His Commiſſioner was previoully laſtrutted, 
or knew it to be agreeable to the King's Inclipations : And there being a 
Law ſtanding, that all Matters to be determined in Parliament, muſt be firſt 
brought into the Articles, till that Law beRepealed, at leaſt theſe Votes 
which were prelled in the Addreſs were both unneceſlary and prepoſterous. 
But the King was ſo far from taking any occaſion of Diſpleaſure, that he 
did Conceda further ſtep by an Additional Inſtruftion, Dated at Hampror- 
Comnrt the Fourth day of Faly laſt, which the Commiſſioner Read in Parliament. 


WILLIAM R. 


Additional InſtruCtions to Our Right Truſty, and Right Entirely beloved 
Couſin and Councellor, W:llkam Duke of Hamilton, Our Commiſſioner. 


1. BY the Second Article of your Inſtruftions, Dated the Thirty One day of May 
laſt, you was impower*d to paſs an Att for regulating the Committee, Cal- 

led the Articles, which were to conſiſt of Twenty Four Per ſons, beſides the Officers 
of State , Notwithſtanding of which, Theſe _— to Authorize you, to paſs an % 
or 
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for themto conſiſt of thirty three per ſons, beſide: Office. 5 of State, whereof 
Eleven to be choſen out of every Eſtate, according 10 your former Inſt ions, who 
are to prepare Matters, as 4s there expreſſed, not excluding 112 P.- 1ament :8 
take Matters to their Conſideration, though it hath been rejected 12 the Com. 
muttee, nor t0 prevent their moving of any thing, and regulating of -1 to them, 
and the ſaid eleven out of every Eſtate to be choſen Monthly, or of: 1:y, tf the 
Parliament think, it fit, and all former Atts, eſpecially the firſt + Char.'2, 
Sell. 3. mconſiſtent with this, are to be Reſcinaed. 

2. You are 10 paſs what Atts ſhall be propoſed for ſetling the Church-Govern- 
ment, according to your former Inſtruttons, | | 
3. Tou areto paſs an Alt, Reſcinang all Forfeitures paſt againſt any of Ony 
Subjects, enher in Pr 1ament, or Criminal Court, ſerTe the | firſt day of Januas 
Ty 1665. which ſhal. be thought fit by the Parliament to be heſeimg-d : Likewiſe 

ou are 10 conſent to what Our Parliament ſhall propoſe for Reſtitution to be 1adg 

of Fines, or Compoſitions for Fines, or Forfeutures, from thoſe who had: the Be- 
nefit of them, and.you are to Reſeind ſuch Acts as were made in the years 168 I, 
and 1685, as are juſtly grievous, | | 

Although the firſt of the above 1» ſtruttions 15 not complyed with yet, you are to 
move the other two, and have them paſt before any Adjournment, 

, 


Given under Our Royal Hand and Signet,at Our Court at Hampton-Court, 
the Fourth day of July, 1689. Andof Our Reign the Firſt Year. 


By His Majeſties Command, » Melvill- 


The King did hereby Conſent, that the Articles ſhould not he a con- 
ſtant Committee as they are now by Lav, but that the Eſtates might change 
their Repreſentatives as oft as tiiey pleaſe, ſo that they could not be packed 
nor taken off by the Court, and tha* cath State inſtead of Eight might 
chooſe Eleven Menibers, whereby the Oihcers of State conld never over- 
rule or determine them. T he whole Number cf the Officers of S:ate ex- 
tends only to Eight, whereof the Lord Secretafy is ordinarily at Court, ard 
in this preſent Parliament the King hadjbut one Officer of State: But Con- 
cellions to perſons that are not reſolved to take fatisfaftion, have neyer 
good cff-CQts. This Overture was rejected, and ſome perſons muſt have all 
or nothing. But all that are iacifferent muſt be convinced, that the Kirg 
bad fairly retrenched iis Intereſt in the Parliament, having not only coh- 
ſented to the Parliaments Aboliſhing of the Biſhops, but he was willing to 
have taken the Sting out of the Articles, and ſecured the Nation for ever 
that the Articles could never bz packt, nor the Parliament impoſed upon. * 


; Article 2, 


Tis Ka 


Article 2. "Lo the firſt Act of Parliament 1669, is inconſiſtent with the 
Grievance. Eſt ablifhment of the Church-Government now deſired, and 


ought to be Abrogate. 


This ſecond Article of the Grievance is Anſwered by the Fourth In- 
ſtruCtion, thus, 


Inſtra&t 4. hs are to paſs an Att, Eſtabliſhing that Church-Government 


-. 
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which is moſt agreeable to the In6linations of the People, Reſcin- 
ains the Act of Parliament 1669, and all other Att s mconſiſtent therewith. 


By the Inſtruttion, the King doth entirely Remit to the Parliament, 
to Eſtabliſh what kind of Church Government was moſt agreeable to 
their Inclinations, as the Repreſentative of the People, without propo- 
ſing Qualification or Limitation. And becauſe the Act of Parliament 166g, 
doth Recognize and Declare an extraordinary Power in the Kings of Scor- 
land, without Conſent of Parliament, in relation to Ecclehtiaſtical Afﬀairs, 
whereby any Government of the Church, Eſtabliſhed by ACt of Parliament, 
might be changed by the King z; therefore the King Condeſcends to Reſcind 
that Law, and to paſs from the Prerogative of the Crown, as it is Eſta- 
bliſhed and Aſſerted by that Act, whereof the Tenor follows, 


ACT Afſſrting His Majeſties Supremacy over all 
Perſons, and in all Cauſes Ecclchaltical. 


November, 16. 1669. 


He Eſtates of Parliament having ſeriouſly Conſidered, how neceſſary it 1s for 
| the good and peace of the Church and State, that His Majelties Pow- 


er and Authority in relation to Matters and Perſons Eccleſiaſtical, be more clearly 
Aſſerted by an At of Parliament ; Have therefore thought fit it be Enatted, Aſ- 
ſerted and Declared, Likeas His Majeſty with Advice and Conſent of His 
Eſtates of Parliament, Doth hereby Enatt, Aſſert, and Declare, that His Ma- 
jeſty hath the Supreme Authority and Supremacy over all Perſons and in all Cauſes 
Eccleſiaſtical mithin this His Kingdom, and that by vertue thereof, the 6. mic 
and dr ſpoſal of the External Government and Policy of the Church, doth properly 
belong to His Majeſty and His Succeſſors, as an Inherent Right to the Crown, 
and that His Majeſty and His Succeſſors may Settle, End, and Emit ſuch 

B 2 Conſtuutons 
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Conſtitutions, Atts and Orders — the Adminiſtration of the Ex- 
ternal Government of the Church, and the Perſons employed in the ſame, 
and concerning all Eccleſiaſtical Meetings, and Matters to be Propoſed and 
Determined therein, as They, in Their Royal Wiſdom ſhall think, fit : Which 
Als, Orders, and Conſtitutions, being Recorded in the Books of Conncil , 
and duly Publiſhed, are to be Obſerved aud Obeyed by all His Majeſties 
Subjefts, any Law, Att, or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding. Like- 
as His Majeſty, with Advice and Conſent foreſaid, doth Reſcind and Annnl 
all Laws, As and Clauſes thercof, and all Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions , 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtick,, mhich are contrary to, or inconſiſtent with Flis Ma- 
jeſties Supremacy, as it us hereby Aſſerted, and Declares the ſame Void 
and Null in all time Toming. 


Never did Law give a King ſuch a Power, nor ever did a King 
part with ſuch a Law. There was an Act brought in and Voted 
for, Reſcinding the AF of Supremacy, it was not Touched, which 
cannot be Imputed to the King, there being an expreſs Inſtruftion for 
Reſcinding that Act. 


Article 3. % Hg” Forefaultures in prejudice of Vaſſals Creditors, and Heirs 
Grievance. of Entail, are a great Grievance. 


This Article is anſwered by the Sixth Inſtruttion, 


rhe: are to paſs an AF that Forefaultures ſhall only be extended 
6, to what Intereſt the Rebel had, and that innocent Vaſſals, or 
lawful Creditors, for Debts upon Record ſhall not be prejudoed, nor ſuch Heirs 
of Entail, whoſe Rights of Succeſſion are eſtabliſhed by publick Infeftment, 


The Laws of Scotland, in relation to Treaſon, are very many, and there- 
fore Forefaultures there are too frequent ; the Feudal Laws and Cuſtoms 
takes place in Forefaultures, and Treaſon being the greateſt Ingratitude, 
the Rebels Fee returns to the King, in that ſame condition that is was 
Originally given out, without the burden of his Debt, or Regard to any 
Deed done by the Rebel, after committing of the Crime, or to any Deeds 
or Alienattons made before the Crime, which were not conſented to, or 
Confirmed by the Superior, and rendred Real and Publick by Infeftment : 
and not only Heirs of Entall are cut off from their hope of Succeſſion for 
the Delinquency of the Fiar, but the Rebels innocent Vaſſals, whoare not 
Confirmed by the Conkiſcation of the Dominium Direitum, which was in the 


Rebel, 
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Rebel, the Domnium wnle falls in conſequence. There have been ſo many 
ſad inſtances of the ſevere effeCts of Forefaultures in Scotland, to the Ruine 
of many Families, who had no acceſſion to the Treaſon, that of late, this 
ſingle Conceſſion would have been purchas'd by that Nation at the deareſt 
rate ; but Courtiers and Miniſters, who had hopes to make advantage, 
and procure Gifts of Forefaultures, they have always reſiſted the good 
deſign of Reſtricting the prodigious effects of Forefaultures, till now, that 
the King hath reſolved, Never to conſider bis own Advantage and Greatneſs, 
in oppoſitzon to the Intereſt and Eaſe of his Subjefts : He hath by this 1n- 
ſtruttion ſecured lawful Creditors, whoſe Debts are not Colluſive, but 
vpon Record, and innocent Vaſlals, thongh not Confirmed, and like- 
wiſe Heirs of Entail, whoſe Rights of Succeſſion are not Private and 
Clandeſtine, and ſo might be antedated, though they were truly made 
after, or in proſpect of Rebellion ; but where the Rigtits are noccour 
and publick, which muſt be Recorded in that caſe, even the Rebels 
Heirs are ſafe, which is one of the moſt conſiderable and univerſal 
Favours which could be done to that Nation. 


Article 4. Hat the obliging the Leidges to Depone pon Crimes 
Grievance. againft Delingquents, otherwiſe than when they are addu- 
ced in ſpecial Proceſs as Wuneſſes, us a preat Grievance, 


This Article is anſwered by the Tenth Inſtruction. 


Inſtruttion W- are ſatisfied that an A fhould be paſt for ſecuring 

10. the Leidges againſt Inquiries, by way of Inquiſition , 
but in reſpett of the preſent Juntture of Aﬀairs, this matter would be well 
Conſidered by the Parliament ;, and therefore nhen the Terms of this Aﬀ 
ſhall be Adjuſted, you are to trapſmit the ſame to Vs, that We may owe 
you particular Inſtruttious thereanent. 


By the Cuſtom of Scotland, any Perſon might be examined ſummarily, 
in relation to other perſons, againſt whom there was no Proceſs de- 
pending, and without confronting the Perſons: And albeit ſuch Ex- 
piſcations did not amount to a tion, except theſe Depoſitions had 
been renewed in preſence of the Jury ; yer being taken upon Oath, 
in abſence of the Party concerned, to ſuggeſt 2uy thing for clearing of 
himſelf, the private Informers became engaged to hold by what they 
had once Declared, under the pain and diſgrace of Perjury; by this 
Inſtruction, 


—— 
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Wnſtruftion, which is fuller than the Grievance, His Majeſty conſents to 


ſ:cur: His Subjects from ſuch Inquifitions : But in regard of the Ma- 
chinatons and Plots which may be neceſlary for the Government to 
be diſcover's at this preſent Juncture ; therefore His Maj:ſty doth Re- 
mit. to the Parliament to Conlider what is proper at this tine, that 
they might, fall upoa ſome Temporary Remeid, as the Parliament of 
Erpland had do.ie, in relation to the Habeas Corpus, or Stip<nding the 
Coinmenſament of this Law for ſome time. | 

Article 5. Ta Aſſiſes of Error are a Grievance, and that Juries be 
Gricvailcc. conſidered by Parliament. 


Tliis Arcicle is anſwered by the Seventh Inſtruction, 


wn) 08 are to paſs an Ai, either to take away Aſſiſes of Er- 
7. ror, or otherwaies that they ſhall take place, as well againſ# 
the Jury that Condenms, as againſt the fury that Aſſoilzzes any Pannel. 


By the Law and Cuſtom of Scotland, the Criminal Judge doth Cog- 
noſce and 1).termine the Relivancy of an Iladictmenr; and the Jury 
doth only Cor.tider the Probation adduced, and give their Verdict, 
whether the Pann-l be guilty or not guilty: And this is a ſingular 
Cuſtom in Scor/aud, that when upon the Juries Verdi&t, the Pannel, 
or Pariy Accuſed, is Abſolved, that Jury was liabie to be Convcened 
before a Grand Jury, and the perſons might be found Guilty, as 
Temere Jurantes ſrper fſſiſam, for acquitting the Criminal ; but in caſe 
they d1d Condemn, the Jury was not liable to an Aſﬀliſe of Error : 
This hath bzen incrodiced in the ſimplicity of ancient” times, when 
Juries were mote prone to Mercy than Severity ; becauſe it was pre- 
ſumed, no Man would pals upon a Jury willingly to Condemn his Neigh- 
bour, if he did thereby expoſe himſelf; Bur in the latter times, this 
has been found a great Inconveniency, and Juries may be affrighted, 
and impos'd upon to Condema Perſoas, becauſe the King's Advocate may 
Proteſt for Aſliſe of Error, in caſe they acquit, whereas they are ſecure if 
they Condemn z and therefor- the King hath conſented that the Parliament 
make their own choice, whether they will take away Aſliſes of Er:or in all 
cales, or it they will make Jucies Tighkt for Condemnipg as well as acquit- 
ting Pann«1s. | 


Article 6, Hat the 18 ACt of Parliament 1681. Declaring a Cunu- 
Grievance. lative Juriſdittion, is a Grievance, 


This 


(vo) 
This Sixth Avticle of the Grievance is anſwered by the Eighth Inſtru- 
Aion, thus, 


InftrutionF/” Ou are to paſs an Att, Reſcinding the Eighteenth Aft of Parlia- 
8, ment 1681. Aſſerting the Prerogative in point of Furiſaittion, 


This Sixth Article of the Grievances, and Eighth I-/ftraft/91, in Anſwer 


thereto, will be beſt underſtood by the ACt it ſelf, to which they re- 
late, Follows the ACt. 


ACT, Aſferting His Majeſty's Prerogative in 
poinc of Juritdiction, 


September 16, 1681. b 


Fle Eſtates of Parliament conſidering , That all Government and Turi|- 
dittion within this His Majeſty's Ancient Kingdom of Scotland, does ort- 


ginally Refide in His Sacred Majeſty, His Lawful Heirs and Succeſſors : 


And though Fhs Majeſty and His Royal Predeceſſors have beſtowed Offices and 
Furiſdittions up1n ſeverals of His well deſerving Subjefts, yet theſe are not privative 
of His TJuriſdittion ; They do therefore in a dutiful and humble Recogmſance 
of His Majeſty's Royal Right and: Prerogative , as to this Point ; Declare, 
That rm of theſe- FuriſdifFrons and Offices, His Sacred Majeſty 
may by Himſclf,, or any Commiſſimate by Him, take Cogniſance and Deciſion 
of any Caſes, or Cauſes, He pleaſes, 


Shortly after this Act, th-re was a Commiſſion n=-er the Great Seal, 
to the Lords of Seſſion, rendring their places Arbitrary, and ad placitum, 
in which the Lord Starr, Prefident of the Seſſion. Lord Newbyth, and 
others were left out ; Theic the King hath now reltorcd to their places, 
according to his Declaration ; and even HeretaJe Juriſdictions were 1n- 
vaded, and not only matters Civil, but the high<ſt Points of Criminal 
Juriſdiftion were committed to Souldiers, and other perſons, who were 
impowered Sumwarly to Execute to the Death free Subjects, without any 
Formality-of Proceſs, or Jury, and many perſons were taken oft that 
way, whereby the ordinary Legal Judicatires might be rendred inciie» 
tual; And the Kiag had Power to Judge every Scor/-man, either for his 


Life, or Fortune, by hiwiclf, or tuch perſons as he picaied to appoint, 
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and to Avocat Cauſes to be Cognoſced by bis Courtiers at Whitehall, 
This gave the King the greateſt latitude of Arbitrary Power 1magina- 
ble, and more than is prattiſed in any place of Europe ; And when fuch 
Laws are once Eſtabliſhed, in fayours of the Crown, we ſeldom ſee 
Princes willing to Renaunce them, but only to moderate the Execution 
in ordinary Caſes , reſerving always the Power and Capacity to them- 
i-ives : But by this Inftru#:0r, our King was willing to part with this 
-ravagaut Powers and it is matter of Surpriſe that He was not taken 
at His Word. 


Article 7. Hat the Comm: ſſariot Courts as they are now Conſtitute, 
Grievance. are a Grievance, 


This is Anſwered by the Ninth /nſtrut:on. 


Inſtru&tion :, he: are t0 paſs an Aft for Regulating the Abuſes in the Commiſ- 
9, ſary Courts, and all other inferiour Courts. ' 


The Commiſlirs were a moſt Antient Conſtitution, the Nomination of 
them was committed to Church-men, but after the Reformation, the Bi- 
ſhops being excluded, the Nomination of the Commillars did fall to the 
King; and after the Reſtitution of Epiſcopacy in Ao 1606, the No» 
mination of the Commillars was given to the Biſhops, as their Officials, 
and they are the ſole Judges in the firſt Inſtance of Scandal, Matrimony, 
Divorce, and ſeveral other Matters, which have alwaies been reſerved in the 
hands of the Clergy, as the Confirmation of Teſtaments, and ordering the 
performance of the Wills and Legacies of the Defuncts, and the Proviſions of 
Relits and Orphans. In this Grievance, it is Repreſented, That there are 
Errors according to the preſent Conſtitution of this Court, yet theſe Er- 
rors are not ſpecified ; nevertheleſs the King remits it to the Parliament to 
Rectifie whatſoever they thought amiſs in this Court, and the /»ſtrultjon is 
much larger than the Grievance, for thereby the King Remits it to the 
Parliament to Regulate all inferior Courts. 


Article 8. Hat the 27 Aft of the Parliament 1663, Giving the King 
Grievance. &. . power ro Impoſe Cuſtome at His Pleaſure, upon Forrajon 
Import and Trade, is a Grievance, and prejudicial to the Trade of "% 
INation, 


This 


- © 
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!  _ Thisis Anſwered by the feventeenth nfirnftion, 
IeftruCtion On are to endeavanr to pr ocyere iats AF, or Az, for the ENCOU- 
17% ragement of Trade ; ard if the 27 At of the Parliament 1663 
be found inconvenient, it may be Regilat, or Reſcinded, and when the Propoſals 
are Adjuſted, you are to tranſmit them to Vs, that you may receive our Inſtrutti- 
ons. theveanent,,. . 


= the better underſtanding of this Grievance, 1 havs ſet down the AR 
it ſelf, 


ACT, Aſſerting His Majeſties Preropative in the Ordering 
and Diſpoſal of Trade with Foreigners. | 


THe Eſtates of Parliament Conſidering, That during the late Troubles, 
© divers Invaſions were made upon the Royal Prerogatives of the 

© Crown, and that in a juſt abhorrence thereof, and in a due ſenſe of the 
© Happineſs they enjoy under His Majeſties Government, They are obliged 
© on all occaſions to V indicate and Aſſert the ſame in the ſeveral Branches 
© thereof: And ſince the Ordering and Diſpoſal of Trade with Foreign 
* Countreys, and the lying of Reſtraints and Impoſitions upon Foreign 
© Imported Merchandiſes, 15 by the Law of Nations acknowledged to be 
© proper to, and Inherent in the Perſons of all free Princes, as an un- 
* donbted Prerogative of the Crown: They therefore in a Dutiful and 
© Humble Recogniſance of His Majeſties Prerogative Royal, Do Declare, 
« That the Ordering and Diſpoſal of Trade, with Foreign Nations, and 
© the laying of Reſtraints and Impoſitions upon Foreign Imported Com- 
© modities, doth belong to His- Majeſty and His Succeſſors, as an undoabtcd 
© Priviledpe, and Prerogative of the Crown; and that by Vertue thereof, 
* they may lay ſuch Impoſitions and Reſtraints upon Imported Foreign 
© Commodirtes, and ſo Order and Diſpoſe upon the Trade of them, as 
© they ſhall judge fir for the'good of the Kingdom : Likeas, the King's 
© Majeſty, with Advice and Confentof His Eſtates of Parliament, Doth 
< hereby Reſcind and Annul all Adts, Statutes, Conſtitutions and Cuſtoms 
L to 'the contrary, and Declares the ſame void and null in allctime coming. 
This Grievance doth acknowledge that the King hath power by Law, 
to Impaſe jo dt nary energy! he pleaſes upon Foreign Trade, bat ir 
States the King, in a 'Legal Capacity, without Conſent of Parliament, 
to exact as great Summs as the Fe is able to furniſh, for every 
Coun- 
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Country needs ſomething from another, either of abſolute neceſſity, or 
conveniency, eſpecially ſuch Countries as do not abound with Many- 
factures, and Artifens; and in the Northern Countries, Spec 
Drugs are become almoſt as neceſſary as Air and Dies , Heſides Iron, 
Wine, Pitch, Tar, and an hundred things, wherewith Scotland doth 
not furniſh it ſelf; and by Impoſing ſuch exorbicant Duties upon theſeyg 
as the French King doth upon Salt, the Kings of Scotland might Supply 
themſelves without being beholden to Their Parliaments, and People 
for their Aids ; and it is impoſlible to ſuſpect, that a King who is wil- 
ling to part with this Power, which the Law Declares to be an Inhe- 
rent Privil.dze of His Crown, can be uneaſie to His People in any 
thing; and it is amaling, that fince the effect of this Law is under- 
ſtood, and hath been acknowledged in the Grievances, how any per- 
ſans could be ſo cruel to their Native Country, as to obſtruct the 
R:lief, which the King offered them in this Conceſſion ? And if this 
opportunity were never renewed, how juſtly might this Age, and the 
ſucceeding Generations blame them, 

Article 9. He not taking an effettual Courſe to Repreſs the Depredati- 
_ Grievance. T ons and Robberies by the Hyghland Clans, is a Grievance, 

This is Anſwered by the eleventh Inſtruction. 

Inſtruction Y 0 are t0 endeavouy to procure an Aft for an effettual Courſe 

I 1. 10 Repreſs the Depredutions and Robberies by the Highland 
Clans, and when this matter 4s Digeſted, you are to tranſmit the Propoſals 
ro Us, that you may get particular Inſtruttions thereanent, 

The Depredations by the Highlanders is certainly a great inconvenience 
to the Kingdom, wh-reby the Inhabitants to the Low Lands are nos 
only obliged to keep numbers of armed Men to watch and guard the 
Paſſages and Deſcents from the Highlands ;, but likewiſe to pay conſide- 
rable Compolittons to theſe Robbers, to procure their ProtcCtion and 
Allurance, which th: Law diicharges, and this Acknowledgment is cal- 
led Black-mail, whe:cby thele Thieves are ſultained without Indufr 
or Vertue, who are hard to be reduced or brougit to Juſtice, becauſe 
of the unacceſſableneſs of the Mountains, and that Forces are not able 
ro find Subſiſtance there, nor march as far in two or three days in a 
Body, as the H:ghlanders can do in one; and therefore the Grievancc is 
juſt. But there is no Method propoſed for accompliſhing the Redreſs; 
Thercfore the Kiog doth remit to the Parliament to conſider, and di- 
geſt effectual Courſes for repreſling the Highlanders, which age to be 
tranſmitted to His Majeſty, that He may give particular Inftructions to 
His Commiſſioner. Likezs in the mean tiaic, tiough the Parliaments 


. did 


cries, and - 
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did'refuſe to grant a Supply, yet the King hath maintained a conſidera- 
ble Army upon his own Charge this Summer , and hath planted conſi- 
derable Garriſons round the Verge of the Mountains, to ſecure the 
Low-Grounds ; and if His Majeſty ſhould withdraw , or Disband theſe 
Forces, which He hath not been able to pay, the Highland Clans being 
now combined in Arms, and open Rebellion againſt the Government, 
they would quickly deſtroy that Kingdom, and might raiſe ſuch a Flame 
in _ as might have fatal Effects, before it could be quen- 
checd. 

Article 10, Hat the baniſhing by the Council of the greateſt part of the 
Grievance. Advocates ND Edinbourg wirhout a Proceſs, was 4 Grie- 

VANCE, 
This is Anſwered by the thirteenth [nſtrutt;ov, 

laſtruction JO are to paſs an Att that no perſons be Baniſhed out of the 

13. Kingdom, or from any part thereof ſummary, without a Pro- 

ceſs, 

It 1s not worth the while to tronble you with the Detzil of this mat- 
ter; But you may think ir ſtrange how the Privy Council comes to be 
charged with ir,and it is acknowledged that it was a Grievance : nowif it 
be not preſently a Grievance, how can it be Redreſſed by the King ? 

Beſides, either the Sentence of Baniſhment was juſt or not ; if it was 
juſt, is cannot be quarrelled, if it was unjuſt and illegal, that is not a 
a Grievance that muſt be Redreſſed by the making of a new Law, 
for the ſtanding Law mult give Rclief to every thing that is againſt 
Law. But here there was more Reſentment of ſingle Perſons, than 
Injury to the Nation. And though the King might have lighted this 
Ma:ter, being ſtated in that manner, that it was incapable to be Re- 
dreſſed; yet he gently cover, and paſleth it over, that none of the 
Grievances ſhould want a ſatisfatory Anſwer, Hz condeſcends, that an 
Att be made, that no Perſon be Baniſh:d without a Proceſs, which is 
the Law there already, and in all other Civilifed Nations. 

Article 11. Hat moſt of the Laws Enatted in the Parliament 1685, 
Gricvance. are impious and intollerable Grievances. 
This is Anſwered by the Twelfth Inſtruion. 
Inſtruct 12. bd os are to paſs an Aft, Reſcinding ſuch As of the Parlia- 
| ment 1685, as are juſtly prievous to the People. 

If this Grievance had condeſcended upon the particular Acts, as it 
wight, Fe King had given particular Inſtruftions to Reſcind them : 
But this general (of the moſt part) left them uncertain what As 
were mean'd to be impious, intollerable, and grievous; and the King 
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being willing in; every. thing to; Gtisfie: his' People ;1He has: ſubjectetl 
the whole Acts of that Parliament to the Power: of - this preſent Parlia: 
ment, which muſt convince you, that the Kirig had no mind to 'cvade 
the deſires of his People, or to ſhift them oft upon the Generality of 
their Deſires; But what they plainly deſire, He gives a diſtinct i» 
ſruttion to it,and when they point at any thing which they do not diſtinctly 
Expreſs, He remits the \whole Afair to themſelves : and in this Cafe, © 
becauſe there was no neceſſity of Adjuſting Narratives, . but only to * 
Reſcind ſome Acts of that Parliament; therefore the King doth not 
Require his Commiſſioner to Tranſmit the Propoſals, as in many other #7 
Articles, but Authorizeth him to give the Royal Allent in this Mat- | 
rer, and in the Setrling of Church Government, and in Redreſling of 
Fines, and reſtoring of Forfaultures, which were the greateſt Tokens 
of his Intire Confidence in the Parliament, and that he did not Proceed 
Cautioully or narrowly with them. Whocould have expected ſuch unſy- 
tible Returns, that ſome Perſons ſhould preſs to proceed to Votes in 
Matters new, not offered in their Grievances, without Repreſenting to 

- His Majeſty any thing of the Matter, before they were previouſly en- 

gaged, and put the King to the neceſlity of a Refuſal ; as when His 
Majeſty had opened the Signet by His Proclamation, that Law and Ju- 
ſtice might have its courſe, that it ſhould have been Conntermanded 
and ſtopt by a Vote of Parliament, which the World muſt have con» ) 
ſidered as the lalt Effects of the higheſt Jealouſie and Difference, to 
the Diſreputation of His Afﬀairs, and the Endangering the Common 
Intereſt. But that you may have a Snatch of the Acts of that Parlia- 
went, and how far our Great Men did Oatvey one another to De- 
preſs the Nation, and Raiſe the Prerogative, I have ſet down the Se- 
cond Att of Parliament, by which you will ſee that they have nox. re- 
ſted in the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, but for what 1 ſee, we. own 
Active Obedievce without Reſerve, and yet I amtold, this Act paſſed 
with very few or no contrary Votes. | 


6 i. got OE JEET, 
va ENG oC 2 


A Declaration and Offer of Duty by the Kingdom of Scotland, with an An* 
nexation of Exciſe to the Crown, 
April 28, 1685, | 
, He Eſtates of Parliament now Conveened by His Majeſties Sove- 
© raign. Authority, Taking into their Conſideration, how the Na- 
* tion hath continued now upwards of 2000 years, in thWhnaltered 
* Form of our Monarchical Government, and uninterrupted Line of 111 
* Kipgs, whoſe Sacred Authority and Power, hath been upon all Sig- 
C 


% 
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6 ral-Occafions, ſo Owned and Aſſiſted. by Almighty God, that Our 
© Kingdom hath been Protected: from Conqueſt, Qur Poſleſſions Defen- 
* ded: from Strangers, Our Civil Cammotions brought into Wiſhed E- 
vents Our Laws Vigorouſly Executed, Our Properties Legally Fixed, 
Sand Onr Lives Securely Preſerved, ſo that We and Our Anceftors 
© have Enjoyed thoſe Securities and Tranquillitics, which the greater 
© and more Flouriſhing Kingdoms have frequently wanted. Thoſe great 
© Bleſſings We Owe in the fit place to Divine Mercy, and in Depen- 
t dance on that, to the Sacred Race of Our Glorious Kings, and to the 
© Solid, Abſolate Authority wherewith they were loveſted by the Firſt 
© and Fundamental Laws of Our Monarchy : Nor can either Our KRe- 
© cords, or Our Experience Inſtance Our being Deprived of thoſe hap» 
© py Effefts; But when a Rebellious Party, did by Commotions and Se- 
© ditions, Invade the Kings Sacred Authority, which was the Cauſe. of 
© Our Proſperity ; yet ſo far. hath Our Primitive Conſtitution, and 
© Fundamental Laws Prevailed againſt the Innovations and Seditions of 
© Turbulent Men, as that theſe Interruptions never Terminated, but ei- 
© ther in the Ruine, or art leaſt the Suppreſſion of thoſe who at any time 
© did Rebel or Riſe in Oppoſition to Our Government. And fince ſo 
* many Ages hath Aſſured to Us, the great Advantages that flaw down 
© to all Ranks of People from the happy Conſtitution of Our Monarchy ; 
© and that all Our Calamities hath ever ariſen from Seditious Invaſions 
© upon theſe Sacred Rights; Therefore the Eſtates of Parliament, for 
© Themſelves, and in Name of the whole Kingdom, Judge Themſelves 
© Obliged co Declare, and They Do Declare to the World, That they 
© Abhor and Deteſt, not only the Authors and Actors of all preceeding 
©Rebellions againſt the Soveraign ; but likewiſe all Principles and Poſt- 
© tions which are Contrary, or Derogatory to the Kings Sacred Supream, 
© Abſolute Power and Authority ; which none, whether Perſons, or Co 
© lective Bodies, can Participate of, any manner of Way, or upon any 
© Pretext, but in Dependance on Him, and Commiſſion from Him; and 
© as Their Duty formerly did Bind them to Own and Aſflert the Juſt and 
© Legal Succeſſion of the Sacred Line, as Unalterable, by any Humane 
© ſuriſdiftion; ſo now they Hold Themſelves on this Occaſion Obliged, 
© for Themſelves, and the whole Nation, Repreſented by Them, in 
« moſt Humble and Dutiful Manner, to Renew the Hearty and Sincere 
© Offer of their Lives and Fortunes, to Aſſiſt, Support, Defend and 
© Maintain King Fames the 7th, their preſent Glorious Monarch , and his 
Heirs and Lawfal Succeſlors,in the Polleſſions,of Their Crowns, Soveraign- 
© ty, Prerogatives, Authority, Dignity, Rights and Poll:ſſtons, againſt all 
© Mortals; And withall,to Allure all His Enemies who ſhall Adyenture on the 
* Diſloyalty 
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« NN; lty of Diſobeying His Laws, or on the Impiety of invading - His 
" pri ks ſuch hal dro be weary of their Wickedneſs, than they 
«© of their Duty and they firmly Reſolve, ro give their intire Obedj- 
«ence to His Majeſty, without Reſerye, and to Concur againſt all His 
© Enemies, Foreign, or Inteſtine ; and they ſolemnly Declare, that ag 
© they are Bound by Law, ſo they are voluntarly and firmly Reſolved, 
© that all of this Nation, betwixt Sixty and Sixteen, Armed and Provi- 
© ded, according, to their Abilities, ſhall be la Readineſs for His Ma- 
« jeſties Service, where, and as oft as it ſhall be His Royal Pleaſure to 
6 ire them. 

ow 0 rnce the Exciſe of In-land and Forcign Commodities, Granted 
4 to King Charles ll. of ever ble{led Memory, by the 14'h AF of the Par- 
© liament 1661, during all the days of his Life-time, 22d Prorogat by 
© the 8:h. Aft of the Parhament 1681, for hve years thereatter, will ſhort- 
© ly Terminate. And the Eitates of Parliament Conſidcring the Uiteful- 
© neſs of this Grant, to ſupport the lutereſt of the Crownz Do as the 
< firſt evidence of their | Sincerity in the aforeſaid Tender of their Duty, 
© humbly and vnanimouſly offer to His molt Sacred Mijeſty King James 
£ the VII. thzir preſent Monarch, and to his lawfu' Hews and Siicceſlors 
in the Imperial Crown of Scotland; The ſaid Exciie of In-land and 
© and Foreign Commodities, exprelt in the ſaid 14th. A of Parhament 
© 1661, tobe Colleted in the manner Preſcribed by the ſaid 8h, A of the 
© Parliament 1681, for ever. And His Majelty and Eſtates of Parliament, 
© by the force of this Att, have United, Annexed and Incorporated ; 
© and Unites, Annexes and Incorporates the ſame ro the Crown of this 
© Realm, to Remain therewith in Annexed. Property, in all time coming. 
* And in reſpect that the Alteration in the method of ColleRing the 
© In-land Exciſe, from what it was by the A& 1661. to that pre- 
© ſcribed by the 8h. A? of the Parliament 168 1, will require ſome 
© time” to eſtabliſh it in Colletion. Therefore His Majeſty, with Con- 
©ſent of the Eſtates, continues the Colleftion Preſcribed by the 14h. 
* Att of the Parliament 1661, for the ſaid In-land Exciſe, for fix Months, 
* from the firſt of ay next allenarly. 


Art. 12. 6 He the Marriage of a King or Queen of this Realm to a Pa- 
Griev. pi{f, is dangerous to the Proteſtant Religion, «rd ought to 
be provided againſt. 


This 1s Anſwered by the Fourteenth Inſtruction. 


Inſtruction 
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Inſtruct. 14. Ou are to paſs an Aft, that the King or Queens of that 

Realm ſhall not marry with Papiſts, under this Certfs- 

cation, that a Popiſh Queen Conſort, or the Husband of 

4 Soveraign Queen ſhall not be capable to enjoy the benefit or advantage of 

any Provs ſions which the Law provides, or particular Contratts or Agreements 
may have ſecured to them. 


This is a moſt juſt Grievance, and at this Port much Miſchief hath been 
Landed to theſe Nations, and a great Danger to our Religion in gene- 
ral. No Popiſh Princes do Marry with Proteſtants, but all the Daughters 
of Popiſh Princes are aſſumed into the Throne of Proteſtant Kingdoms, 
whereby the Royal Iſſue, to ſad experience, may be poiſened with Po- 
piſh Principles from the Mother and her Prieſts, which is unavoidable, if 
a Papiſt can be a Queen. If the Grievaſce had propoſed any particular 
Remedy, the King would not have refuſed His Conſent, who is above all 
Suſpition in this Matter; and therefore the King hath propoſed in His 
Inſtr«&ijon, to make a Law, Diſabling the King or Soveraign Queens of 
Scotland to Marry with Papilts, as to which at preſent they are under no 
Limitation by any former Law : and for a further Penalty to deter all Pa- 

iſts to Marry with them, it was to be declared, That the Popiſh Hus- 

nd of a Soveraign Queen, or a Popiſh Queen Conſort, ſhould be in- 
capable to enjoy any Proviſion or Benefit, either by Law or Paction, 
during the Marriage, or afrer its Dillolutioa; and if the Parlia- 
ment could fall upon any further Securities, it would be worthy of their 
pains to fortihe this Pallage yet further, which is ia ſo great probabili- _ 
ty to be Attack'd, and . hath fo great opportunity to {ink the Intereſt 
of theſc Nations, and endanger the Prore/tant Religron thorow the World. . 


Article 13. «TJ Hat the levying, or keeping on Foot a ſtanding Army . 
Griev. © in time of Peace, without Conſent of Parliament, is 

© a Grievance. 
This Thirteenth Article of the Grievances, is Anſwered by the Nines 


teenth /nſtruFd:on, 


Inſftrutt, 19. On are to paſs an At againſt a ſanding Army in time 
- * of Peace, but io as Guards, Gariſons, and neceſſary 


«Standing-Forces may be continued, 
By this Jnſtr«f40n, tho? the Kirg hath the Power, yet He is Content to 


paſs a Law againſt a Standing-Army in time of Peace, beyond His Guards, | 
Gatiſons, and neceſſary Siagding-Furces. 


Article 
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Article 14, © 
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Hat all Grievances relating to the Manner and Meaſure o 
Griev, © the Leidges, their Repreſentation in Parliament, be 
© Conſidered and Redreſſed in the firſt Parliament. 


This Fourteenth Article of the Grievance is Anſwered by the Fifteenth 


Inſtrutt;on, 

Inftrut.1s < > are to paſs an ACt, that the greater Shires of that 
© Kingdom, ſuch as Lanark, Air, Perth, Fyfe, Aberdeen, 

© and Mid-Lothian, and others where it ſhall be found Convenient, may 

© fend three or four Commiſſioners to Parliament, that the Repreſenta- 

* tion may he the more equal. 


The Parliament of Scotland is a Feudal Repreſentationof the whole Na« 
tion, wherein every bir of Land within the Kingdom is repreſeated : The 
King, as Leidg-Lord, Jure Corone, is not only inveſted in the Kingdom, 


and hath the Domimium direum as Superior,as well as King of the whole, bat 


likewiſe, has the particular Patrimony of the Crown, and whatever fats 
to the King Fare prevato, by Succeſſion, Emption, Excambion, or any a- 
ther Title ; and alſo what befalls to him by Confiſcation,or whatris Cadyu- 
ciary, or where the King.Succeeds as Vitzmas Heres, nam quod nullius eft Re. 
o15 eft, The great Barons or Lords, they Sat in Parliament for their Lord- 
thips and Baronies, whether they be Biſhops or Temporal Lords: And by 
the Ancient Cuſtom of Scorland, every Free-Holder, that is to ſay, (not as 
in England, he who is Seiſcd of a Proportion of Lands belonging to Him in 


the King,is underſtood a Free or Noble-Holder in Scotland; and becauſe the 
Diviſions or Multiplication of Baronies hath rendred many of the Free-Hol- 
ders (mal), fo that their Attendance in Parliament was Chargeable- and Bur- 
denſomto them; and it was a Diſparagewent tothe King's great Court of 
Parliament, that the Mean Free-holders ihould be Pares Curie with the Nobi- 
lity or Peers ; thercfore the ſmall Barons whodo not hold an Hundred Merk 
Land of the King,are allowed to ſend their Commillioners to the Parliament, 
and the Barons of each Shire are allowed to ſend two or more Commiſſion- 
ers to the Parliament. 


but Edinbrrgh which ſendeth Two to Repreſent in Parliament, the Lands 


given out by the King to their reſpective Burrows, to'be holden of: ihim 3 
Burgage, whereby «7aqueque Gleba, every Bit of the Kingdom is reprcſent- 
edin Parliament: But the Number of the Lords being Increaſed at the 
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The Royal Burrows make up the Third Eſtate to ' - 
the Parliament z and each Royal Burrow doth . ſend On& Commiſſioner * 
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King's pleaſure, they are now become as many as the Commiſſioners 
of Shires and Burrows,if they were all preſent,and it hath beenthe cu- 
ſtom of our Kings to EreA m_ Burrows, as they think fit, the Shires 
always remaining the ſame. The Commiſſioners for Shires, who do 
repreſent the greateſt part of the Property of the Nation, they are not 
proportionalin Number, and they have made many Attempts, that the 
Shires being unequal in Extent, Value, or Number of Inhabitants, thar 
therefore the grear Shires might be allowed to ſend more Commiſlio- 
ners, which is agreeable to the At of Parliament, to ſend ewo or more, 
that the Repreſentation in Parliament of the Nation might be the 
more equal. This Deſign hath been always obſtructed by che Lords, 
or great Barons, that they might have more Votes and Influence in the 
Parliament; as alſo, the Court hath conſidered the Barons, as that 
part of the Parliament, wich could be leaſt pack'd or influenced, ,be- 
ing perſons generally of the beſt Senſe and Subſtance, as being choſen 
by the reſt of the Barons to repreſent them : Theretore the Court hath 
never favoured this adjuſting of the Repreſentations, having greater 
Influence upon the Royal Burrows, who are weaker, and upon the 
Noblemen, who are generally more neceflitous, and fo more eaſily 
brought over toche Sentiments and Deſigns of the Court. But this King 
regarding Equity and Juſtice more than Power,he hath conſented that 
the Repreſentation in Parliament be rendred as equal as can be; and 
that the greater Shires ſhall have a greater Number of Repreſencacives. 


Article 15. © J* Hat the Grievance of the Burrows be Conſidered 
Griev. © and Redrefled in the firſt Parliament. 


"This is Anſwered by the Sixteenth Inſtruction. 


Inftru#. 16. * Md Ou are to paſs an AR, Ratifying the Priviledges of 

* the Burcows,and Securing: their Rights;in Electing 
* their own Magiſtrates for the future, and that the Burrows of Glaſgow 
© and St. Andrews ſhall have the EleRing of their own Provoſts, Baillies, 
* and Town-Council,as the other Royal Burrowsof that Kingdom have. 


The Royal Burrows have a peculia?? Intereſt in the King, for as 
Burghs of Barony and Regality are Incorporations belonging to Noble- 
' men and Gentlemen, fo the Royal Burrows are in a particular manner 
the King's own Burrows, holding immediately and dire&ly of che 
King ; and the Law dothnot allow = interpoſition of auy Noblemanr, 

or 


( 26) 
or Baron, to have intereſt in the Magiſtracy, of Burrows, but only ſuch 
as are of their own Community : ' Of late, the Royal Burrows were 
cxtreamly incroached upon ; and in the laft Reigns, the Magiſtrates 
of Burghs were nominat by Letters from the King, though by their 
Charters, the Incorporation, and Town-Council had Right to cliuſe 
theirown VMagiſtiates, Tis Majeſty, then Prince of. Orange, in his De- 
claration for $cr/and, takes ſpecial notice of the Injury done to the 
Royal Burrows ; and therefore, though the Grievance in relation 
m the Pur:ows, bz altogether general, yer His Majeſiy hails an 
opportunity to redreſs and gratifie them ; and therefore he 1umpowers 
hi; Commiſfioner to make a Law,Ratifying all their Priviledges, where- 
by the Commithoner was obliged to give the Royal Afent to any 
thing that the Parliament ſhould determine tobe the Right and Privi- 
ledge oi the Burrows. 2. His Majeſty offers to ſecure to the Burrows, 
that they ſhall never be invaded for the future, and that they ſhall 
have the (ſole and free Choiceof their own Magiſtrates. 3. By the A- 
boliſhing of Epiſcopacy,the King being come in the place of che. Arch- 
Biſhops of Sr. Andrews and Glaſgow, he hadin their Right, the Power 
of naming the Provoſt and Magiſtrates of theſe Burghs, whereby Glaſ- 
gow, though itb2 the ſecond Burgh in the Kingdom, yet it hath not 
the ordinary Priviledges of the meaneſt Burgh-Royal; and che King, 
to fignifie his Gracious Intentions to the Burrows in general, he gives 
them all that is in bis Power, and allows theſe ewo Burrows to chuſe 
their own Magiſtrates ; albeit ſome have repreſented this Conceſſion 
to bz prejudicial to the Crown, and that it 1s fit for the Crown, that 
the King retain in his' own hand, the chuſing of the Magiſtrates of 
Glaſgow, as an Awe-band over that numerous people, or that he com- 

mit'chis Power to ſome great Family about them, who may keep that 
City in order. 4. Trade being the great concern of the Burrows, the 
King hath allowed his Commiſlianer to paſs A&;,one, or more, what 
the Parliament ſhall think fir for the Encouragem:nt of Trade, which 
give a ſufficient Riſe and - Warrant for Repairing the Royal Burrows, 
* againſt any Invaſions that had bzen made upon their Rights in the 
point of Trade ; fo that they ſhould not b2 obliged to pay for a Privi- 
ledge they did not enjoy : Here is a notable Evidence, how far the 
moſt gracious Conceflions of a Prince may be miltaken and lighted. 
The Royal Burrows were abuſed by the Induſtry of ſome perſons, and 
made believe, that the King by his Inſtrutions, had given them no 
Relict, and that he had not regarded the Grievance, in relation to the 
Royal Burrows, upon this Impoſture they did combine in the Parlia- 


ment, 
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ment, to refuſe a Supply, to:oppoſe any thing, that was brought in, in 
purſuance of the King's Inſtruions, ant to concur in all the Votes 
that was brought in againſt him, 'which they did accordingly, only 
a few Burgeſles being excepted ; and certainly, if chey had underſtood 
the King's Gracious Intentions towards them, they could never have 
been guilty of ſuch Tranſports againſt both their Duty and their Inte- 
reſt ; and when they come to be informed, it will oblige them tor the 
future to be more cautious, not to take up anill Report, raſhly co doubt 
their Soveraign, or deſtroy themſelves; and the Royal Burrows being 
further ſham'd to ſend up theſe ſame perſons who had abufed them 
with an Addreſs to His Majeſty,defiring an Anſwer to that Grievance 
which did concern them : His Majeſty picying their Innocence, gave 
an Anſwer in Writing, that it might be ſare to come to their Iands, 
ſignifying, © That he had remembred their Concerns very particular- 
© ly from the beginning,and that they had no reaſonto doubt his Care, 
© defired them not to ſuffer themſelves to be further abuſced,co miſtake 
© their own Intereſt, but that they might believe he woukd redreſs all 
© the juſt Grievances of the Nation,and ſpecially of the Royal Burrows, 
© in whom he owned a peculiar Intereſt. This Goodneſs and For- 
bearance in the King, cannot fail to produce ſuitable etfeds of Duty 
and Gratitude, and when the Burrows ſhall be ſufficiently intormed, 
they will certainly take occaſion to have a new Convention, and re- 
turn his Majeſty an humble acknowledgment of their miſtakes, and a 
dutiful ſenſeof his Favours,as well as theConceflions in his Inſtructions. 

Now you leethat the King hath given a particular Gracious Anſwer 
to every one of the Grievances ; and beſides thele, there is an Inftru- 
ion for the Regulation of the Univerſities: And atter all, the King 
concludes with a general Inſtruction, * It there bs any thing elle thac 
© may beneceilary for the good of that Kingdom,to be paſt into Laws: 
* Youare to acquaint Us fromtime to time, with ſuch-Overtures, that * 
* you way be Authoriled with particular Inſtru&ions thereanent. This 
admits no Paraphraſe, it was impoflible tor a Prince to ſay more, this 
was a Catholwon tor curing alithe Grievances,that either were, or could 
be repreſented ; and what a ſtrange Return was ir, not to tranſmit 
their Overtures, but to proceed to Votes, ſtraicen and manacle the 
Royal Authority, in ics moſt neceffary and undoubted Powers. 

Since I have given you the Grievances and: Inftructions together, 
you are able to Judge, and ] do ſubmit co your Judgment, whether 
my Retle&ions be Genuine or no ; and I ſhall conclude : That Na- 
tion lies under the preiſure of moſt heavy and grievous I.1ws. 2. The 

D 2 


'Y oy j 
1% 1112 
ty 


4 . ” Ny 
s as vt _— Gy Og (92 
"> __— : 
| —_ da _ Co _ 
- A + —_— 
” 


Fa” CREE PrP + +.» 4 
” -, m-—_m—_—s a. 
= 


( 285” | | 


King hath done all upon his part that was poſlible, to render that Na- 
con happy - and ſince he muſtbe acquitted by all indifferent Judg- 


nt | 
hoon - 5 Inſtructions are fo full, the Miniſters of State mult be inno- 


Cent. 


will not give myſelf the trouble to tell you who are guilty, 


By this time,Ithink you may be able to reſolve your own Queſtions, 


1. It che King hath done his part, and be not to blame, how comes 


theMajority of the Parliamentto be diſcontented? 2. Why did not the 
Parliament accept theſe Conceſſions pro tanto, and turn them into 
Laws, and then ask what more they thought neceſſary ? 3. Whar is 
the meaning of ſo many Addreſſes, and particularly, the latt whichis 
Printed ? 4. Upon what grounds does theſe men build theic hopes, 
who do {o pertinaciouſly oppoſe the King, and what may be expeted, 
whether the Presbycerians will joyn with them or not ? 

[ muſt confeſs, your Doubts are highly reaſonable, but they may be 


Reſolved, by what hath been already clearly ſtated, and what I ſhall. 
further tell you; Prear expeRation is a mighty enemy to Contentment, . 
5 


if there were lels ſelfiſhnefs among(t us, there would be more Satisfa- 
ion ; people did expett the return of the Golden Age, or the begin- 
ning of the Thouſand Years from this Revolution, and their Impati- 
ence is like to hinder them to enjoy what they defire. The King 
can imploy no more Actors than our Stage can hold : He hath not put 
any Stranger, nor any Scotch-man that ſerved him abroad in any Seot- 
ti Imployment ; if the Nation could make a larger Fond, no doube 
he would be willing to entertain more perſons, for it's not likely the 
King intends:o putup any Scots- Money in his Pocket at preſent,he hath 
allowed no mulciplication of Offices in one perſon, but by putting the 
great and lucrative Offices into Commiſſions, there are twice as many 
perſons imployed in this Government, as ever can be inſtanced in for- 
mer Eſtabliſhments. _ 

In the whole Parliament of Scotland, for all this Noiſe, there are not 
ewenty perſons, as 1 do verily believe, who are at bottom ill affeted 
to their Majeſties Service,and Government, bur there are very many 
who have been ſeduced, and have been impoſed upon, wholly under 


groſs miſtakes, which have tranſported them beyond the bounds of ma 


Diſcretion or Duty. 

There are perſons amongſt us, who have their thoughts ſa much 
ſer upon getting into the Government, and Lucrative Placzs of the 
Kingdom, that they are reſolved to diſquiet the Government, and diſ: 
content the people, before they fail of their pretenſions, and they yu 
tnem- 
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themſelves into all ſhapes, and ply every Wind to Deceive, and a- 
muſe the people ; their influence is not ſo much becauſe they are able 
and leading Men, as that they are reſtleſs and implacable Spirits ; and 
they have gotten this alcendent over a great part of the Parliament, 
two or three ways: T1. The moſt part of che Parliament have been 
kept ignorant of the King's Inſtructions ; and there was no Artifice 
wanting, to poiſels every State and Perſon, that the King had refuſed 
Satisfaction, or Redrels to theſe points of the Grievances which were 
moſt material ; and I know, to my experience,that the Miniſters, and 
alſo ſeveral Members of Parliament, who came up here with the loud- 
eſt Complaints, upon a ſight of His Majeſty's InſtruQions, they were 
furpriſed and convinced : and the like ſucceſs may b2 expeRed 
throughout the whole Kingdom and Parliament, after a competent 
time to bs informed, and peruſe the [nſtruRtions, and that they may 
return to their former temper, and ſhew that affection they had for 
his Majeſty, and the deference and ſubmiflion to his Management of 
Afﬀairs. 2. Theſe perſons who are o inſatiable for preferments and 
places, they did very dexteroufly ſtart and manage an unneceſſary De- 
bace, Whether or not the King was obliged by cheir Otter, and his 
Acceptance of the Crown, to Redrels all Grievances; and whatever 
Concluſions they were pleaſed to draw from them, as their meaning, 
though chele be neither obvious nor expreſt: and albeic it be very true, 
that the Grievances are not obligator npon the King as they are re- 
preſented, further than the King in his wiſdom ſhall find the things 
complained npon, to be truly prejudicial to the Nation, and in fo tar 
as Father of th? Country, he 1s obliged to give his pople reliet ; but 
their Majeſties were declared, recogniſed, and proclaimed King and 
acen of Scorland before the Grievances were framed, and ſo they 
could be no Condition or Quality of their Righe, but being humbly 
repreſented to the King's Majzſty trom the Eſtates, co be redreſſed by 
him in Parliament ; hrs Majs{ty did not at all engage himſelf in any 
particular, but declared in general, That he would Redrefs every thing. 
that was truly grievous to the Nation: Now while they manage this 
difingenious and weak Argument, Whether the King be obliged to 
Redreſs th: Grievances, they in the mean time have endeavoured to 
perſwade the people, that the King hath nor ar all done it, and that 
he is ſo far from performance, that both he and his Miniſters denies 
there lies any obligation upon him, fo that in this RevolJuygon, the 
ople do only obſerve a change of Maſters, but no eaſe of Burden, or 
Redreſ of Laws: now after the publiſhing oi the Inſtructions, this 
Impo- 
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Impoſture is ſo grols and palpable, chat ic can no longer detain the 
people in ignorance. ' 3. When the Parliameht was willing to pro- 
ceed according to the Inſtructions, and to have ſetled their Church: 
Government ; thz{e perlons brought in always ſome new Motions, 
which they did pretend to be neceſlarily previous 3 as firlt, they dil 
pretend the Articles was a preliminary;and therefore nothing could be 
done till that point was adjuſted : Next they did infinuate, that it was 
to no purpoſe to ſettle the Church till firſt the State was purged, and all 
the ill Men rendered incapable; for if ill Men were permitted to come 
in to the Government, they might eaſily turn the Settlement of the 
Church round; and thereupon there was a great ſtruggle and debate, 
Whether Church-Government ſhould be firſt ſettled, or the State purg- 
ed by an Ac of Incapacicies, brought in by the Earl of Mortoun ; and 
ie was Carried, The Church Government ſhould be delayed and poſt- 
poned to the purging the State; which may demoaſtrat, that theſe 
Men had more the State than the Church under their prolpedt : 
Thereafter the ſettling of Church-Government being brought in, they 
ſtarted a freſh Hare, and managed a Debate with great carneſtneſs, 
that their Commilſlioners had not done their Duty in the offering of 
the Crown, according to their Commiſlion and Inſtructions; and it 
was a {econd time brought to the- Vote, Whecher Church-Govern- 
ment, or the Exoneration of the Commilſlioners ſhould firſt come in. 
It was carried again, to delay Church-Government ; and ſeveral days 
being ſpent upon that matter, it came to nothing, and was found to 
be peſtered on groundleſs Malice: Thereafter the Church-Govern-' 
ment was talked of ; and then it was pretended that fo long as the At 
of Parliament ſtood unrepealed anent the Articles, nothing could 
come in legally to the Parliament, but from the Articles : hereupon 
the King was pleaſed to make a further ſtep, and he ſent down new 
Inſtru&ions, which the Commiſſioner did _incimat in plain Parlia- 
ment, bearing his Majeſty's Conſent, that Chyrch-Government mighc 
be ſettled, Fines and Forefaulcures contidered by the Parliament, ei- 
ther with Committees, or without Commutees, as the Parliament 
pleaſed ; and in fo far as concerns theſe points, the King did paſs from 
bis Right, and coniented that his Officers of State ſhould have no med- 
Adling in the matter , but remitted theſe niatters intrely to the Par- 
2a:Qent 5 and this Conceflion being publickly iatimat from the 
Throne, ic was openly aſſerted by Lawers and others, that-albeit the 


King did pals from the Articles, as to theſe points by an expreſs In- 


{truction to his Commillioner, yet the Sectlement couli not be Le- 
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gal, till either the Articles were repealed, or a draught brought in to 
the Articles. Here I ſhall intreat you to obſerve when theſe Men had 
no mind to bring in, a matter, then the Articles was ſo indiſpznſable, 
that the King's Inſtrudtions was not ſufhcient to warrant the legality 
of any matter to bz brought into Parliam:ne, otherways than from 
the Articles; but when ever they reſolved to have a matcer brought 
in, then there was neither neceſlity nor uſe of the Articles, but they 
durſt adventure to proceed in all theſe Votes contained-in the Ad- 
dreſs, without ever acquainting the King, or procuring an InſtruRi- 
on to his CGommititoner, or Tahling thele matters before the Articles, 
which they would never allow to bs choſea, according to the ſtand:- 
ing Liw: By this you may guels at the Ing2nuity of their Procedure, 
and it it were not tedious, I could give you many ſuch Inſtances'; 
The Eſtates did apply to the King to be turned into a Parliament, 
that no time might bz loſt by the Indidtion of the Parliament ; the 
King had no ſooner granted it, but a Committee of the Eſtates did 
Addreſs to him to delay the Diet of the Parliament, till ſome of then 
might come up (which was to ſecure their Intereſt in getting Offices 
and Places in the State) which took off the realon- they had preſted 


* to be turned into a Parliament, rather than that a new one ſhould bc 


called. Likewiſe that Committee did take upon them to give good 
InjunRions to the King, not tobe haſty in dilpoſing of Places, till his 
Majeſty might cake Intormation from ſome perſons whom they did 
recommend: And accordingly his Majzity did neither at that time, nor 
till now, diſpoſe of any place, but what was abſolutely neceſſary : 
And in the nomination of the Lords of Seflton, the King did not de- 
ſign the whole number, but only Ten to make a full Quorum, which 
might do all buſineſs while he were further informed tor naming the 
other Five. This was no ſooner done then it was quarrelled as a 
Nullity in the Nomination, becaule it was not compleat. The King 
by three ſeveral [nſtruQions preſſed the ſettling of the Church-Go- 
ernment, and did allow it to be done in any way they pleaſed, with 
Committees, or without them : And ficklike, tor coniidering Fines 
and Forefaultures ; which was as oft ſhifted by thoſe perlons who ot- 
fered the Addrefs, and at laſt it was declared to bs impradcticable ; 
and yet they have the 'contidence to ſpend a great deal of their Pa- 
per, complaining 'tor the nor ſettling ot Pre-byterian Government, 
and reſtoring Fines and Foretaaltures, as it the fault had liven rpon 
the King, and that he needed to b2 puſh to it, witereas they them: 
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{elv2s have been the only Obſtructers. And I am credibly informed, 
that while they run about to amuſe every body, they tell choſe who 
are of the Church of England, to ingratiat with them, that what they 
6id in relation to the aboliſhing of Epiſcopacy, was nothing of their 
own inclinations, but to comply with the King's Inſtrudtions, who 
was engaged in that matter before he came from Holland, which is 
ſufficiently confutcd by the Inftruftions themlelves. 

As to your ſecond Queſtion, you have great reaſon to wonder why 
a Prince having made fo great Conceſlions, they were not accepted 
by every body, and that it had been a better lcaſon atrerwards to have 
demanded more. But the miſery lyes here, it once the Inſtru&ions 
had been underſtood, and been reduced into Laws, that mult haye 
given ſo univerſal a ſatisfaRion to the age pr and procured fo much 
affection and gratitudeto the King, that all the Addrefles, Hopes and 
Endeavours had been in vain to creat Jealouſie, and maintain FaQion 
and Mutiny : For the benefits and eaſe che Nation ſhould have re- 
ceived, would have been fo ſenſible and freſh, that the Whiſperer or 
Backbiter would have found no place or admittance ; whereas now 
the Nation remaining under its Fecters, there being nothing done for 
ics advantage or ſatisfaRtion ; every body is ſenſible of che milery it 
feels, but few can make a Judgment of the Caule and the Author, and 
they have been eaſily impoſed upon to believe, that thelſs who keep 
them in Slavery, are their Champions, and that he who promiled, 
and trom whom they expected Relief, hath deſerted them : And to 
make theſe ſarmiſes paſs the more plauſible, they give it out that the 
King is peſtered with ill Counſellors, and that the Malignants, and 
theſe who ruined the Nation formerly, are to be aſſumed into the Go- 
vernment, that they may a& their tormer part, or a worle over a- 
gain ; whereas almoſt all the Places and Commithions are filled wich 
perſons as have either never been in the Government, or have acted 
moſt inoffenſively there. 

As to your third Queſtion, there came three Agdreſſes to the King, 
one from the Clergy, deſiring their Church Government to be eſta- 
bliſhed ; I am contident upon the ſight of the Inſtructions, and their 
application to the King, the Miniſters were convinced and ſatisfied 
that the King had done all that was propec for him, and that it was 
their intereſt and duty to ſtand firm by the King, and that their 
Party had no hopes or ſecurity under God, but in him. 4 

There was another Addreſs from the Burrows, deſiring the King 
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: choſenout,and ſent up here upon another deſign than to take ſati(- 


things which are of far greater conſideration, which were firſt 
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to give InſtruQions in relation to their Grievance 3 I cannot fay 
that their Commiſſioners. were ſatisfied, becauſe they were men 


faction, and therefore they got their Anſwer in Writing 3 but I 
hope the Burrows do already,or ſhall ſhortly underſtand how the 
were abuſed : Thus far they did only choiſe a Trafequing Burgels, 
who might be concerned in the intereſt of that State, next day 
they were Whidled to choiſe the two Lawers, whoſe errand was 
none of their buſineſs, and yet they were to bear their Charges. 
There was a third Addreſs froma great many of the Members of 
Parliament, I need not tell you what undue praCtices was uſed to 
procure and mendicat Sub(criptions,. after the Parliament was up, 
and to very little purpoſe 3 for except it had been to inſult the 
King, *as they have done in all the ſteps of their management. 
Could an Addreſs out of Parliament import more than a Vote of 
Parhament ? except it were to convince the King of their peremp- 
torineſs,and that they were incorrigible,and that nothing wasts. 
expected fromthe Parliament, when it ſhould meet; again, tho. 1 
do not believe that the King needs to fear this 5 for when the ge- 
nerality of the Parliament comes to be informed, and ſhall ſee the 
Inſtructions, they will perceive clearly the ſelfiſh and implacable 
deligns of ſome men, and their falfe ſurmizes, th.they will quit 
and fall off from theſe men,and leave them to themſclves,to double 
out their pretenſions for places, in which the Countrey hath little 
concern. I need not tell you the matter of the Addreſs, fince it 
is Printed ; I ſhall make ſome ſhort reflections npon it. 1, Theſe 
Votes which were ſo unſeaſonably brought in, and ſo peremptori- 
ly preſſed, have no relation to the Grievances. Now if they had 
been of ſo great importance, why were they then forgot ? And if 
they be of leſs importance than the Grievance, why dothey make 
ſuch a buſtle to preſs in theſe points of leſs moment, and ſtop theſe 


Tabled by a repreſentation from the States, and granted by the 
Kings Inſtructions? And its pretty odd to ſee men who make ſuch 
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a noiſe about the Authority of the Grievances, that the King muſt 
ſatisfie them, and yet when they leaſe tobring in any little Over- 
ture, it muſt take place, and juſtle out the other. 2: Asto the 
Vote of Incapacities, it is indeed a Vote incapaertattng' the King 
to imploy any perſon in his fervice but whom they pleaſe 3 for the 
Terms are (o lax,and the Nation ſo univerſally involved;that there 
are few men of Buſineſs, Fortune, or parts, but they may be reach- 
ed, and moſt part of the Addreſlers themſelves, as far as they are 
capable they are guilty; but when aman turns upon that fide, the 
moſt abominable and monſtrous faults are covered, whereas trifles 
are muſtered and magaificd, it a man be on the Kings fide. And 
I cannot forget the laſt Member of the incapacities, that all who 
have obitruited the deſigns of the Houſe, after they came the 
length of Votes, ſhall be incapable of *Publick, Trait, thotigh the 
Royal conſent neither is, nor believe will perhaps ever be adhi- 
bjted ; ſothey are noLaws, but abortive Attempts, which never 
woo an nt, and it may be will never have a'parallel, 3. As 
to that Article concerning the Seſſion, T have already told you how 
it was thrown out by the Committee of the Eſtates. I dare ſay to- 
you upon my reputation, that there 1s not one word in our Law ; 
giving the Parliament any power in Tryal or Admiflion of the . 
Lords of Seffion. I ſhall refer you totwo ſhort As in Amo 1661, 
the ſecond and eleventh As of the firſt Seſſion, firſt Parliament 
K. Ch. 2d, Where the King's Right in this point is as clearly 
ſtated, as can be expreſt. 

Theſe Acts are as follows, 


ACT and Acknowledgment of His Majeſties *Prerogative, in the 
choiſe of His Officers of State, Counſellors and Judges. 


$ 4 Rem Eſtates of Parliament conſidering the great obligations 
*that doly upbn them from the Law. of God, the Law of 

*Nations, the Municipal Laws of the Land, and their Oaths of 

_ * Allegiance, tomaintain and defend the Sovereign Power and Au- 
* thority 


- 
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"6 chority of ithe Kings Majeſty, 'and the fad conſequences that do, 


© priviledge of the Crown, ard an undoubted part of the Royal 


* his Eſtates of. Parliament, doth hereby reſcind all Acts, Statutes, 
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« acchmparyy any incroachments upon,or diminutions thereof ;, do 
« therefore from their ſence of duty, declare, that it is an inherent 


* Prerogative of the Kings of this Realm, to have the ſole choice 
* and appointment of the Officers of State, and Privy Counſellors 
* and nomination of the Lords of Seſſion, as in former times, pre- 
* ceeding the year 1637. And that the Kings Sacred Majeſty, 
* and his Heirs and Succeſlors, are for ever, by vertue of that 
© Royal Power, which they hold from God Almighty over this 
* Kingdom, to enjoy and have the. full exerciſe of that Right : 
* And therefore the Kings Majeſty, with Advice and Conſent of 


© or Practices to the contrair. 


Follows the acknowledgment of His Majeſties Prerogative. 


* F" Oraſmuch as the Eſtates of Parliament of this Kingdow, hy 
* their ſeveral Ads of the 11th and 25th of January laſt, 
* have from the ſenſe of their humble duty, and 1n- recognizance 
* of His Majeſties juſt Right, declared, that it is an inherent pri- 
* yiledge of the Crown, and an undoybred part of the Royal Pre- 
© rogative of the Kings of this Kingdom, to have the fole choice 
« and appointment of the Officers of State, Privy Counſellors, and 
* Lords of Seflion, &*c. 4 
| I ſhall only tell you, that the Seſſion is fitten down with as great > 
latisfation as ever it did, and ſeveral of the moſt eminent Lawyers 
have accepred,whoſe Praftice was much better than their Sallaries; 
and you muſt allow me to ſay, fince they mult know.the Law, they 
are great fools if they be not ſafe : And [ am ſure the greateſt Law- 
ers that did oppoſe this, would have been content tohave run the 
hazard of the Parliaments cenſure, if they could but procured the 
Kings Commiſſion, and would have parted with the Club to the 
Boot, whenthey had got their my Staik. And as to that pan | 
2 t 
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the Vote, that the Preſident ſhould be choſen by the Lords, this 
did not concern the Parliament, fincethe Lords did not complain : 
' And the fivelaſt ſucceſſive Prefidents are named by the King in 
* the ſame manner : Beſides, my Lord Stairs is not made of new 


formerly Admitted by the Lords, conform to the Kings Decla- 

ration, from which he was unyuſtly thruſt out - And withal, the 

Lords did unanimouſly by a Vote acquieſce in His Majeſties nomi- 
| nation and reponing the Preſident, and declared, if the matter had 
: been intire to themſelves, they would all and every one of 
* them have choſen him; fo this duſt has been very idly raiſed, 4. I 
muſt again take notice cf that grief they expreſs for the want of 
that Charch-government they themſelves hindered to be eſtabliſh- 
ed; and thedcſign of the Addreſs is to Imprint inthe apprehenfi- 
ons of the people, that the King is (low or backward inthat mat- 
ter. 5. As 10 the Apology for not giving Ces, it is very plea- 


firſt exped which might give them ſatisfation ; thar is to ſay, the 
would give no Cefs or Subfiftence for the Kings Troops, honeh 
they muſt quit the Countrey if he withdraw - buy till ſuch rime 
as the King ſhall cenounce the remainder of his Soveraignty : And 
F (hall not ſay that he hath been prodigal of his Prerogative, but [ 
am ſure he hath been fo liberal of it, that it might at this time have 
2iven contentment for once. It is needleſs in this caſe to remem- 
ber either the obligations we oweto our King, or the neceſiity we 
have of his Protection; but I ſhall offer two things to ſhow the in- 
gratitude and foolithneſs of refufing this Supply. 1. The King 
hath expended above threeſcore thouſand pounds upon his Troops 
in Scotland, out of his own Pocket, for our defence, and in ſend- 
ing Arms, Ordnance and Ammunition thither ; and if he ſhould 
abandon us this Winter, the beſt part of the Nation would be 
* forced to leave the Countrey. 2. By a ſtanding Law, the Par- 
+ liament ſettled Eight Months Cefs upon King James, during his 
"7; Hfe time, which we payed pleaſantly, for ſupporting that Govern- 
4 ment, was It diſcretion to refuſe the King four Months Cefs, 
which 
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Preſident, but reſtored to an Office whereunto He had been 


ſant, they did not refuſe it abſolutely, but till ſome things were: . 
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which is but 24000 Pounds Sterizrg, which he was willing to ac- 
cept, inſtead of demanding the Eight Months during King Jawes's 
life? And ſuppoſing that he had redeemed us from-that Eight 
Mcnths Ceſs, as well as many other miſeries, wes it grateful or juſt 
to grudge him one years Cels, for the relict of the reſt? There was 
more heat in this matter than conlideration. 6. I cannot but ad- 
mire their confidence, in pretending to be ſurpriſed with the ſud- 
den Adjournment of the Parhament:z moſt men did wonder it fat 
ſo long, and every body knew it was to riſe that Weck 3 that 
ſtrange Vote in refuſing four Months Supply after all the reſt that 
had paſſed, made it evident there:was no better to be. expected ; 
and when they had formerly refuſed to proceed upon the InſtruRi- 
ons,how could any man think that they ſhould: not be Adjourned 

As to your laſt Queſtion, where theſe mens ſtrength Iyes, and 
whether the Presbyterians will deſert the King, and joyn with 
them #. I tell you plainly my thoughts, theſe men play upon the 
Presbyterian Staikz and though the Sticklers be perſons who have 
little concern in Religion, or regard to Church-government, and 
when Epiſcopacy was formerly aboliſhed, and all the Laws eſta- 
bliſhing it Reſcinded, in conſequence the Laws made at the Re- 
formation, in favours of the Presbyterian Government, were re- 
dintegrat and revived ; the ſame might now have been done, but 
thirſame Addreflers did oppoſe it,and did add aClauſeinthe Houſe, 
declaring the Church-government was yet to be eſtabliſhed, upon 
this project, that if Presbytery were once eſtabliſhed, they knew 
the Presbyterians needed no more depend upon them 3 whereas 
the Presbyterians mult either ſupport them, or elſe they will turn 
about and fall'in with the Cavaleer Party againſt them: for they 
Front to all Sides but to the King, and in the mean time they ren- 
der the Presbyterians jealous of the King, and tell them that the 
Civil Magiſtrate likes always to have the Church in his power,and 
that the King to oblige the Churchof Exglard, will in the enda- 
bandom them, whereas they are willing toeſtabliſh Presbytery in 
what terms they can delire,and to go thelength of a Covenantand 
League 


\ League with the Diſſenters in Exglard. But after alt, T can hard- 
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ly believe that the Presbyterians will be ſo impoſed upon, and 
whidled out of their Interctt, by perſons they know to have no 
concern for Religion, but to raife themſelves by it : And therefore 
I think the following Conſiderations will ſecure the Presbyterians. | 
Firſt, All the Presbyterian Lords in Scetland, who have been ajl 
along of that Perſwaſion, and have ſuffered for it, have all to a 
Man ftood firm to the King in this Parliament, againſt the Club, 
and they arealmoſt all aftually imployedam His Service. Now it 
1s not pofhible that any rational or ſoberPresbyterian will part with 
their old and great Friends,who are able ro do them good, for new 
Undertakers, whereot 1ome have been lately their Perſecutors, 
and the Presbyterians have no ſafe retreat, King James will nei- 
ther tru(t, nor forgive them. Will they be Neuters, and Afloci- 
at again, as the Five Weſtern Shires did in Arno 1650. when they 
refuted to joyn either with King Charles's Army, or Cromwels : 
This delign was both fooliſh and fatal, they were quickly broken 
at HHamiltoun, Secondly, 1 can hardly believe that the Presbyte- 
rians will torget the regard the King had totheir ſufferings, that he 
hath revived and reſtored them, and will certainly ſettle the Go- 
vernment of the Church of Scotland by Presbyters, and imploy 
them where they are capable, in the Civil Government, if they 
themſelves do not hinder him. For though I do not believe that 
the King either is, or ſhould be of a Party, yet their circumſtances 
lyes together, his ſucceſs, and their deliverance. For in Scotland, 
though we had Bilhops who were Tools for the Civil Government, 
and led Horſes for the State, yet we never admitted Canons, Ser- 
vice, or any Forms in our Church ; ſo that even in time of Biſho 
the Nation was Presbyterian:And whereas the Church and Biſhops 
of Englazd before this Revolution, were ſtanding inthe Gap,and 


ſufferings and the King in His Speech to the Parliament,did avouch 


them to be a Bulwark to the ProteſtantReligion, yet at that time 
our Biſhops in Scotland, in their Addreſs to King James, not-on- 
1y pray for his ſucceſs and proſperity in that Expedition, butthey 


pray 


(39) : 


pray that God may give him the necks of his Enemies, atter they 
knew that the King, then Prince of Orange was Embarqued, and 
had ſet Sail for Britair. This may conciliate a greater confidence 
and regard from the King to the Presbyterians of Scotland, without 
giving any difcouragement or diſpleaſure to the Church of Eng- 
land; For a Prince that hath different Countries and Nations, 
may maintain diſtin Religions, and much more diſtin& Forms 
of Government, profeſling the ſame Religion, without affeCting 
or neglecting any man upon that account. Thirdly, As it is duty 
and gratitude for the Presbyterians to ſtand firm by the King,they 
lye under a ſuſpition to he difficile and uneafie under any Govern- 
ment, and that their Principles are more ſuited to a Common- 
wealth than Monarchy 3 they have now an opportunity to retrive. 
and vindicate themſelves from theſe aſperſions; and if they be ſuch 
fools as to ſuffer them(elves to be ſeduced- to quit the King for the. 
Glub, there are many that are now looking after their halting, 
who will not be wanting to repreſent tothe King, that he hath ne- 
elected a far greater intereſt,in looking after the Diſſenters, whom 
he could not manage. Theſe and other ſuch Conſiderations 
will certainly oblige the Presbyterians to look to their intereſt,and 


foreſee their danger,if they ſhould either lye by, or prove unkind: 
And if they do not ſupport and ſuſtain this Club, it will fall to 
nothing, and the Nation will return to ſome better temper, and 
ſee their folly, in not cloſing with the Kings Inſtructions. Sir, I 
have been carried far beyond my defign,in giving you an account , 
of my thoughts in this matter. But without further, I am, 


Tour. moſt humble Servant. 


